Diſtinction. 


According to which, *tis ſaid, 


at ſome Aunricis: of 
FAITH are Above Reaſon, 


but not Againſt Reaſon. 


In the SAV OT: 


rinted by Edw. Jones , for John 
Taylor at the Ship in St. Paul's 
 Church-yard. M D CXC. 


' Advertiſement. 


| Fter the Author had begun 
{'\ the Second Part of his 
Chriſtian Virtuoſo,and made ſome 
Progreſs in it, which he deſigned | 
to continue till he bad. Compleated 
it; he was obliged to leawe the 
Country, where he enjoyed ſome 
Leiſure,and to remove to London; 
where Sickneſs, and Buſmeſs,and 4 
Multitude of Viſits he could not a= 
word receiving,did ſo diftraGi him, 
that theſe Remora's, added to the 
Fertility of the Subjeds that re- 
mained to be Treated of, which he. 
found much greater than he was at 
firſt aware of, made him lay aſide 
the Materials he had prepared for 
the Second Part, to a fitter Oppor- 
tunity, and comply with the Occa= 


A. 2  frons# 


frons be badto publiſh ſome Tra&ts 
that required more haſte. And 'tis 
for the like Reaſons, that having 
at preſent ſome other Eſſays of a 
quite differing Nature in the Preſs, 
be is obliged to poſtpone his reſu- 
ming and finiſhing the Second Part 
of the Chriſtian Virtuoſo (which 
will require more Sheets than the 

former) for ſome longer time; tho 

et to Comply with the Solicitations 
' of the Printer, be conſents both to 
let the Firſt Part come abroad, and 
( to make the Book of a more decent 
frze) add toit, by way of Subſti- 
tution,a Diſcourſe that is of Affinity 
enough to the other, upon the ac- 
count of ſome of the Points it han- 
ales, and more upon that of its 
Scope ; and that will not be Ill 
received, if it have the good for- 
tine to find the Publick as kind to 


it, as Private Peruſers have been. 


For my Learned Friend Mr. H. O, 


1. Can neither admire nor 
blame the Curiofity you ex- 
preſs, to receive ſome Satis- 
faction” about the important 
Diſtin&ion that is made uſe ot, in de- 
lence of ſome Myſteries of the Chri- 
{tian Religion; namely, that zhey 
are indeed above Reaſon,but not againſt 
Reaſoz. For though divers Learned 
Men have,eſpecially of late,;employed 
it; yet I perceive you and your 
Friends V.N.think, that they have not 
done it ſo clearly, as both to prevent 
the Exceptions of Infidels, or render 
them more groundleſs ; ard at leaſt, 
to obviate the Surmiſes of thoſe o- 
thers, who have been perſuaded to 
look upon this Diſtinction, but as a 
fine Evaſion, whereby to elude ſome 
Objections that cannot otherwiſe bg 

| \ 3 As 


= 
| 


| X63 7 
anſwered. And indeed, as far as I 
can diſcern by the Authors wherein 
I have met with it, (for I pretend 
not 'to judge of any others,) there 
are divers that employ this Diſtin- 
Ction, few that have attempted to 
explain it, (and that I fear, not ſuffi- 
ciently) and zoze that has taken care 
to juſtifie 1t. 

IT. In order to the removal of 
the Difficulties that you take notice 
_ of, I ſhall endeavour'to do theſe Two 
 thinzs: 1. Todeclare in what ſenſe 
| think our Diſtinion is to be under- 
ood. - And, 2. Toprove that it 1s 
not an Arbitrary or Illuſory Diſtin- 
Eton, but grounded upon the Nature 
of Things. ons | 
Though I co not deſire to impoſe 
my Sentiments on any Man, much 
_ telson You; yet becaule I, as wellas 
others, have had ſome occaſions to 
make uſe of the Diſtin&t:ton we are 
coniicering ; I think myſelf obliged, 
| betore I go any further, to acquaint 
ycu in what ſenſe Tunderſtand it. 


Il. By 


(3 ) 
HF. | By ſuch things then in Theo- 
logy,as May be ſaid to be above Rea. 
ſon, T conceive ſuch Notions and 
| Propolitions, as mere Reaſon, that is, 
| Reaſon unaſhſted by ſuvernatural 
Revelation, would never have diſ= 
cover'd to us: Whether thole things 
be to our finite Capacities, clearly 
comprehenſible or nat. © And by 
things contrary to Reaſon, T under- 
ſtand ſuch Conceptions and Propo- 
{itions, as are not only undiſcovera- 
ble by mere Reaſon, but alſo, when 
we underſtand them, do evidently 
and truly appear to be repugnant to 
ſome Principle, or to ſome Conclu- 
fien, of Right Reaſon. 
IV. To illuſtrate this Matter a lit- 
tle, I ſhall propound to you a Com- / 
pariſon drawn from that Senſe , 
which 1s allow'd to have the great- 
eſt Cognation with the Undenitand- 
ing, which Ipreſume you will rea- 
_dily gueſs to be the Sight. Sup- 
pole then, that on a dcep Seca, a 
| Diver ſEo 11d bid you teli him, What 
you can ſ:e there; That which you 
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(4) 
would anſwer, would be, that you 
can ſee into a Sea-green Liquor, to 
the depth of ſome Yards, and no fur- 
ther: So that if he ſhould farther 
ask you, Whether you ſee what lies 
at the Bottor of the Sea, you would 
return him a Negative Anſwer. It 
afterwards the Diver letting himſelf 
down to the Bottom, ſhould thence 
| bring up and ſhew you Oyſters or 
Muſcles with Pearls in them ; you 
would eafily acknowledge , both 
that they lay beyond the reach of 
your Sight, and conſequently argued 
an Imperfection in it ; tho but ſuch 
an Imperfection, as is not Perſonal 
but Common to you with other 
Men, and that the Pearls have the 
genuin Colour and Luſtre, that na- 
turally belongs to ſuch Gems. But 
:f this Diver ſhould pretend, that 
each of theſe Pearls he ſhews you, 
15 as large as a Tennis-Ball, or ſome 
of them bigger than the Shells they 
were inclos'd 1n, and that they are 
_.not round but cubical, and their co- 
lovr'not White or Orient, but Black 

|. or 


_ 


or Scarlet; you would doubtleſs 
| judge what he aſſerts, to be not on- 
ly ornot ſoproperly,) undiſcernable 
_ by your Eyes, but contrary to the 
Informations of them, and there- 
fore would deny what he affirms. 
Becauſe, that toadmit it, would not 
only argue your Sight to be Imper- 
fect, but Falſe and Deluſory ; ths 
the Organ be rightly qualified, and 
duly applied to its proper Objects. 
V. This Illuſtration may give you 
ſome ſuperficial Notion of the Dif- 
ference betwixta thing's being above 
Reaſon, and its being contrary to ze. 
But this may better appear, if we 
conſider the Matter more diſtin&ly. 


| And to offer ſomething in order to 


this, I ſhall beg leave to ſay, thar, 
in my Opinion, the things that may 
be ſaid to be above Reaſon, are not 
all of One fort, but may be diſtin- 
euiſh'd into Two kinds, dittering 
enough from each other. *” 
VI. Foritſeems to me, that there 
are ſome Things, that Reaſon by its 
own Light cannot D/ſcover.; and 
= 7 others, 
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others, that, when propos'd, It Cane 
not Comprehend, 

VII. And Firſt, there are di- 
vers Truths in the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, that Reaſon left to itlelf, would” 
* never have been able to find out, 
nor perhaps to have ſo much as 
dream*d of: Such as are moſt of 
Thoſe that depend upon the Free 
Will and Ordination of God,as, That 
the World was made in fix Days, 
That Chriſt fhould be Born of a Vir. 
o1n, and That in his Perſon there 
ſhould be united Two ſuch infinite- 
ly diſtant Natures as the Divine and 
Milan and That the Bodies of 
Good Men ſhall be rais*'d from Death, 
and ſo advantageouſly chang'd , 
that the Glorified Perſons ſhall be 
like, or equal to, the Angels. _ 

V [TI. Of this kind of Theological 
Truths, you will eaſily believe, that 
twere not aiffticult for me to ofjer 
d1vVers other Iaſtances ; : and indeed. 
there are many Truths, and more I 
think than we are wont to imagine, 
Fat We Want Medinms, Or Inſtru- 
MENS 


C7) 
ments to diſcover, th0, if they were 
duly propos'd, they would be intel-_ 
| ligtble tous: As, for my part, when 
by looking on the Starry Heaven, 
firſt with my naked Eyes, and then 
with Teleſcopes of differing Lengths, 
| T did not only diſcry more and more 
' Stars, according to the Goodneſs of 
_ the Inſtruments I 1imployed, but dil- 
cover'd great Inducements to think, 
that there are in thoſe ineftimably re- 
mote Regions,many Celeſtial Lights, 
that only the Want of more reach- 
nr Teleſcopes conceal from our 
_ Sight. 
IX. And thus much I preſume you 
will cloſe with the more eaſily, be- 
cauſe it diſagrees not with the Sen- 
timents- of ſome few ( for I dare 
ſay not, many) Orthodox Divines. 
But I muſt take leave to add, that 
beſides theſe myſterious Truth:, that 
are too remote, and hidden, to be 
Detefted by Human Reaſon; there 
1s another fort of Things, that may 
be ſaid to be 4tove Reaſon. | 


XN. For 
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X. For there are divers Truths de. 
 livered by Revelation, (contained in 


the Holy Scriptures, ) that not on- 
ly would never have been found out 
by mere natural Reaſon ; but are ſo 
alfroſe , that when they are pro- 
poſed as clearly, as proper and 
unambiguous Expreſſions can pro- 
poſe them in; they do nevertheleſs 
ſurpaſs our dim and bounded Reaſon, 
on one or other of thoſe Three ac- 
_ counts that are mentioned in a Dia- 
logue about things tranſcending Rea-. 
ſon; namely either, as not clear- 
ly concezvable by our Underſtanding, 
{ſuch as the Infiniteneſs and PerfeCti- 
ons of the Divine Nature ; or znex»s 
pligable by us, ſuch as the Manner, 
how God can create a rational Soul; 
or how,this being an immaterial Sub- | 
ſtance, it can a& upon a Human | 
Body, and be afted on by it; (which 
ſtance I rather choſe, than the Cre- 
ation of Matter, becauſe it may be 
more calily proved) or elſe aſymame- 
zrical, or unſaciable ; that is, ſuch, 
as we lee not how to reconcile with 

other 


« 


| T9} 
other Things, which allo manifeſtly . 
are, or are by us acknowledged to 
be,true ; ſuch as are the Divine Pre- 
ſcience of future Contingents, and 
the Liberty that belongs. to Man's 


Will, at leaftio divers Caſes. 


XI. It will not perhaps be impro- 
per toobſcrve, on this occaſion, that, 
as of Things that are ſaid to be above 
Reaſon, there are more kinds than 
one ; ſo there may be a Difference in 
the Degrees, or, at leaſt, the Diſcer- 
nableneſs, of their Abſtruſeneſs. _ 

XII. Far ſome things appear to ſur-. 
paſs, or diſtreſs, our Underſtandings, 
almoſt as ſoon as they are propos'd, 
at leaſt, before they are attentively 
look'd into. As, what is {aid to be 
Infinite, either in Extent or Number. 
But there are other things, the Nos 
tions whereof, as they firſt ariſe from 
the things conſidered in. grols, and 
as it were indefinitely,.are ſuch, as _ 
do not choque or perplex'our Undera 


ftandings ; and are ſo far intelligible, 


that they may be uſefully employ'd 
in ordinary Diſcourſe, Bur when we 
Come 


C1}. 
come to make a deep Inſpetion into 
theſe, and proſecute to the uttermoſt 
the fucceflive Inferences that may 
be drawn fromthem 3 we reaſon our 
ſelves into JInextricable Difficulties, 
if not flatRepugnancies too. And 


to ſhew you, that I do not ſay this 
gratss; be pleas'd to conſider wth 
me, that, we uſually difoubſe of 
Place, of Time, and of M»#ion ; and 
have certain general indeterminate 
Conceptions, of each of theſe ; by 
the help of which, we underſtand 
one another, when we ſpeak of them; 
Tho, if we will look thorowly into 
them, and atteatively conſider all 
the Difficulties, that may be diſco- 
 ver'd by ſuch an Inſpection ; we ſhall 
find our Reaſon oppreſs'd by the 
Number and Greatneſs of the Difh- 
culties, into which we ſhall argue 
ourſelves ; or, at leaſt,may be argued 
by others; thd theſe Men, who do 
make ſuch ſhrewd ObjeQions againſt 
the Hypotheſis, we embrace, will 
hardly be able themſelves to pitch 
on any, that will not allow us to 

1, . repay 


( 11 ) 
repay them in the ſame coin, 
XIII. What has been newly faid, 
may, I hope, aſſiſt us to clear a Difli- 
culty, or Scruple, (about the Diftin- 
tion we treat of, ) which ſince ir 
ſprung up in my own Mind, may 
very probably occur alſo to your 
Thoughts; namely, That if any 
Theological Propoſition be granted 
| to ſurpaſs our Reaſon ; we cannot 
pretend to believe it, without diſco- 
vering, that we do not ſufficiently 
conſider what we lay : Since we pre- 
tend toexerciſe an aft of the Under- 
| Nanding , in embracing ſomewhat 
that we do not underſtand, nor nave 
a Notion of. | 
XIV. Burton this occalida we may 
juſtly have recourſe toa DiſtinCtion, 
like That I have lately intimated. 
For, in divers caſes,the Notions, Men 
have of ſome Things, may be diffe- 
rent enough, fince the one is more 
obvious and ſuperficial, and the o- 
ther more Philoſophical or accurat. 
 Andof theſe Two differing kinds of - 
pions, I have already offer'd 
1lome 
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ſome Inſtances in the very differing 
Notions , Men have of Place and 


Time: Which, ths familiar Obje&s; 


| elſewhere ſhew to be each ofrhem 


of ſo abſtruſe a Nature,: that I do. 


not wonder to find 4rifotle himſelf 


complaining of the Difficulty that 


there 1s to give a clear, and unex- 
ceptionable, Notion of Place :: ; Nor to 
find ſo acute a Wit as Sz. Auſtiz, ins 


genuouſly confefling his Diſability to 


explicate the Nature of 1T7me. 

XV. And what is faid of the great 
Intricacies , that incumber a deep 
Scrutiny into theſe familiar Objects 
of Diſcourſe, will hold, as to the 
Diviſibility of Quantity 3 as to Local 
Motion ; and as to ſome other Pri- 


mary things ; whoſe Abſtruſeneſs is 


Not inferior in Degree, tho differing 
as to the Kinds of things, wherein 
it conſiſts. 

XVI. By ſuch Inſtances as theſe,it 
may appear, that without talking: as 
Parrots, (as your Friends would inti- 
mate, that thoſe thzt uſe our Diſtin- 
tions mult do ;) or as irrational 

Men, 
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Men ; we may: ſpeak of ſome Things 
that we acknowledge to be on ſome 
account or other above our Reaſon; 
ſince the Notions we may have of 


thoſe Things, however dim and im- 


perſeft, may yet be of uſe, and may 
be in ſome meaſure intelligible, tho. 


the Things they relate to, may,in an- 
other reſpeCt, be {aid to tranſcend 


our Underſtanding ; becaule an at- 
tentive Conſiderer may perceive, 


that ſomething belongs to them, 


that is not -clearly comprehenſible, 
or. does otherwile ſurpaſs our Rea- 
lon (at leaſt in our preſent State.) 
XVII Having diſpatch*d the Ob- 
jeCtion, that requir*d this Digreſſion : 
I ſhall now ſtep again into the Way, 
and proceed 1n it by telling you, 
that afly oze appolite Inſtance may. 
ſuffice ro clear the former part of 
the Expreſſion that is imploy'd, when 
tis ſaid that a Myſtery , or other 
Article of Faith, is above Reaſon, 


but _niot coxt#ary to it © For if there 


be ſo much as oe Truth, which is 
acknowledg'd to be ſuch, and yer. 
_ EE fot 


Fo WB. KS LENT 3 Co S277 8 are = Se 

POE a; i Ot I.» Ares «lets TAB Og tICs RRP: IT. FN 
Reveal. bn Ga ed FE YAN8 Sn oo BRI 1 ST 530 [OTIS + 
_ PIES. Darke. LR A OS 0 ebb” OE Pe ns Tere! 5 BOWL 

$3.” ah So CONES. 35 Woo ues LT: weF* = $5 Trae DL ET DE 

SOV : a LIE EEE OS ts SAG Ee 
Men Eee RENE ate Wat Ys RTE Io rode SEL 
p 


I'\% A F* 
ES on Y 
wh <./ . 
<0 - 4 
Ss 1 
7 0 VS8 
av % 5 4 
241 2. NEEDY 
I 7 5 Fra 
s WEL OEAC 
\ 3X 27, 8: 06 
& WET Gs 
vo * © OE 
_—— 


Wh 


(ip Þ 


not to be dearly and diftinaly com« 
prehenſible, It cannot juftly be j 
tended, char ro make uſe of the 1 
ſtin&tion we are treating of, is to fag 
ſomething, that is not intelligible, or 
is abſurd. And it will further juſtify 
the Expreſſion quarrelled at, f we 
can make itappear, that it 1s neither | 
Impertinent or Arbitrary,but groun-| 
ded on the Nature of Things. And 
this Iſhall endeavour to do, by ſhew-| 
ing,that though I admit Two ſorts of 
Things, which may be ſaid to be above 
Reaſon, yet there 1s no neceſſity, thatf 
either of them muſt (always) be con: 
trary to Reaſon. _ 
XVIII As for the firſt ſort of 
Thiogs ſaid to ſurpaſs Reaſon, I ſee 
not, but that Men fnay ve unable 
without the Aſſiſtance 'of a more 
knowing Inſtrufter, to diſcover ſome 
Truths ; and yet be abl: when Theſe 
are revealed or diſcovered to them by 
that Inſtrutter, both to underſtand 
the diſcloſed Propoſitions by their 
own Rational Faculty, and approve 


them for True, and fit'to bo mo 
CEQ. 
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| ced. The Intellect of Man being 
ſuch a bounded Faculty as it is, and 
| naturally furniſhed with nogreater a 
ſtock or ſhare of Knowledge,than it 
15 able by its ownEndeavours to give 
| 1tfelf, or acquire ; *twould be a great 
 Unhappineſs to Mankind, if we were 
| obliged to reject,asrepugnant to Rea= | 
'| ſon, whatever we cannot diſcover 
| by our own natural Light 3 and con- 
 ſequently,todeny our ſelves the great 
Benefits we may receive from the 
Communications of any higher and 
| more diſcerning Intelle&. An In- 


ſtance to my preſent purpoſe may be 


found among Rational Souls them- 


ſelves, though univerſally granted to 
be all of the ſame Nature. For, tho 
a Perſon but ſuperficially acquainted 
(for Example)with Geometry, would 
never have diſcovered by his own 
Light, that the Diameter of a Square 


# mcommenſurable to the Side ; yet 
when a skilful Mathematician dex- 


troully declares, and by a Series of 
Demonſtrations. proves, that noble 
Theorem ; the Diſciple by his now 
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( 16 "i. 
inſtruSted Reaſon will be able, both 
to.underſtand it, and to aſſent to it : 
Inſomuch, that P/azo ſaid, that he was 
rather a Beaſt than a Man that would 
aeny it. 2 
XIX., Other Inſtances may be al- | 
ledged to exemplity the Truth newly | 
mentioned. And indeed,there 1s not 
io much asa ſtrong Preſumption,that 
a Propoſition or Notion is therefore 
repugnant to Reaſon, becauſe it 1s 
not diſcoverable by It ſince it 1s al- 
together-extrinſecal and accidental to 
the Truth or Fallity of a Propoſition, 
that we never ig} of It before or 
that we could never have found It 
out by our own Endeavours ; bur 
mult have had the Knowledge of It 
imparted to us by another. But then 
this Diſability to findout a thing by 
our own Search, doth not hinder us 
trom. being able by our own.Reaſon, 
both to underſtand it when duly pro- 
poſed, and to diſcern it to: be agree- 
' able to the Diftates of right Reaſon. 
To induce you to aſſent t to the later 
part of this Obſervation, 1 ſhall 396 
tnat 
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that theſe Intelle&uat Aſſiſtances 
may oftentimes not only exliz htex, 


but gratzfy, the Mind, by giving it 


ſuch Informations, as both agree with 


1ts former maimed or imperfect No- 


tices, and compleat them: When, for 


| example, an antique Medal, half con- 


ſumed with Ruſt, is ſhewed to-an 
unskiltul Perſon, though a Scholar 5 


be able to read the whole Inſcription, 


| whereof we ſuppoſe ſome parts tobe 
obliterated by Time or Ruſt; or to 


diſcover the Meaning of ir. But 


when a knowing Medaliſt becomes 
his Inftrufter, he may then know 
| ſome (much defaced ) Letters, that 
were illegible to him” before, and 
' both underſtand the Senſe of the In- 


ſcription, and approve it as genuine 


and ſuitable to the Things, whereto it 


ought to be congruous. And becauſe 


_ divers Philoſophical Wits are apt, as 


well 'as you, to be ſtartled at the 


name of Myſtery, and ſuſpe&, that 


becauſe it implies ſomerhing ab- 
Trul, there lyes hid ſome Iljuſicn 
D 3 . under 


| he will not by his own Endeavours . 
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under that obſcureTerm :T ſhall ven- 
ture to add, that agreeably to our 
DPoarine we'may obſerve, that di- 
vers things that relate-to the Qld 
Teſtament , are in the New called 
Myſteries, hecauſe they were /o un- 
#6 the Moſaick Diſpenſation ; thg | 
they ceaſe to be /o, now that the | 
Apoſtles have explained rhem to the | 
World. As the calling of the Gen- | 


tiles into the Church of God, is by 


their Apoſtle called a 


Celoſſ, 1.26, | Myſtery ; becaule, to uſe 


xpb.11L.3,5,6- his Phraſe, it had been bid 
© from Ages and Gr-merati- 


05: Though he Fo Fa But now *tis 


made manifeſt to his Saints, And the | 


ſame Writer tells the C orinthiazs, that 


he ſhows them a Myſtery, 


r Corinth. #7, Which he immediately 


©. 51,52 _ explains, by foretelling, 
that «/ pious Believers 
ſhall not dye, becauſe that rhoſe that 


ſhall be found alive at the coming of 


Chriſt, ſhall rot fleep, but be changed 
as the other Dead ſhall be reifed tn. 


 eorruptible. Which ſurpriſing Do- 


CtTINe, 


(29) 

drine, thoygh becauſe it could nor 
| be diſcovered by the Light of Nas 
' ture, nor of the Writings of the O14 
| Teſtament, he calls a Myſtery; yet it 


'v» 


"0 


is no.more {0 to us, now that he hath 
ph! epreſly foretold it, and therefore 


ys yur 5 


| decl ared 1t. 
! $4 Other Inſtances I content 
, | myſelf to point at in the Margin, 
. | that I may paſs on to _ 
- | conficmthe Obſervation FO 
\ | 1 formerly intimated ; ephe/:V. 31, 
. | thatdivers things which 
; | the, Scripture teaches beyond what 
"| was known, or (in probability) are 
; diſcoverable by natural Light, are ſo 
| far from being againſt Reaſon, by be- 
| 1ng (in the ſenſe declared) above zt ; 
that theſe Diſcoveries ought much to 
; recommend the Scripture to a ratio- 
| nal Mind; becauſe they do not only 
: | Agree with the doubrful or imperfect 
- | Notions we already had of things, 
c | but Improve them, if not Compleat 
| them, Nay, I ſhall venture to add, 
' | that theſe PleNeftual Aids may not 
ſcldom help us to diſcern, Thar ſome 
| B 4- Things, 
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| Cn 

Things,which not only areaboveRea; 
ſon, but at firſt ſight ſez 70 beagainſ} 
It ; are really reconcileable toReaſon, 
improved by the new Helps, afforded 
it by Revelation. To illuſtrate 
this by a Philoſophical Inſtance, when 
Gallileo firſt made his Diſcoveries 
with the Teleſcope, and ſaid, That 
there were Planets that moved about 
Jupiter 5 He faid ſomething , that 
other Aſtronomers could not diſcern 
to be True, ' but nothing that they 
could prove to be Falſe. And even 
when ſome Revelations are thought 
not only to tranſcend Reaſon, but to 
claſh with it, it is to be-.conſidered, 
Whether ſuch DotQtrins are really re- 
pugnant to any abſolute Catholick 
Rule of Reaſon, or only ro fome- 
thing, which ſo far depends upon the 
Meaſure of acquired Information we 
then enjoy, that, though we judge it 
to be Irrational, yet we are not ſure, 
that the Thing, this Judgment 1s 
grounded on, 1s clearly and fully 
enough known to us. As, toreſume 
the former Example, "when Galileo, 
_ ; ' > 7 TR. | or 
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pr ſome of his Diſciples; affirmed. 


Venus to be ſometimes Horned like 


the Moon; th6. this Aﬀertion were 

.repugnant tothe unanimousDotQrine 

of Aſtronomers, who thought their 

RAT very well grounded, on no 
© 


leſs a Teſtimony than That of their 
own Eyes; yet in ctk& the Proof 
was incompetent, becauſe their un- 


aſſiſted Eyes could not afford them 


ſufficient Information about this caſe, 
And ſo, when Ga/:leo fpoke of Hills 


and Valleys,” and Shadows, in the 
| Moon, they were not ſtraight to re- 
Je& what he taught, but to have, if 
not a kind of implicit Faith, yet a 
great Diſpoſition to believe what he 
| Celivered, as, upon his own Know- 


ledge, about the Figure and Number 


of the Planets. For they knew,that 


he had, and had already ſucceſsfully 
made uſe of, a Way of diſcovering 
Cceleſtial Objects, that they were not 
Maſters of ; nor therefore competent 
Judges of all the Things, though they 
might well be of many, that he aft- 


fir med to be diſcoverable hy it. And 


though 


yaoY 
bs 


I 
\8S- 


WS 


C 22) 


though they could not- ſee in the 
Aoon what he obſerved, (Valleys, 


Ci 


Mountains,and the Shadows of thele 
'et they might juſtly ſuſpe&, that 
the Difference of the [des that they 
framed of that Planet,and that which 
r pie qe ys 


from chelmpe ; 


% 


r 


Pager unaidec 
Sight; eſpecially confidering,, that 
what he ſaid, of the differing Con- 
ſtitution of what is there analogous 
to Sea and Land, did rather Corre& 
and Improve, than abſolutely Oyer- 
throw,their former Notices. For he 
allowed the Spots they ſaw, ta bg 


darker Parts ot the Moon, and gays 


Cauſes of that Darkneſs; whic 
their bare Eyes could not have led 
them to any ſuch Knowledge of. And 
che Non-appearance of the Moun- 
tainous Parts. of the Moon 1n that 
form to the naked Eye, might well 
be imputed to the great Diſtance be- 
twixt them and us, fince-at a far 
leſs Diſtance {quare Towers appear 
round, 6. _ 
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| XXL Itnow remains,that I ſay 
_ {omething, that may both make ſome 
Application of the Form of Speech 
hitherto diſcourled of, and afford a 
Confirmation of the Grounds where- 
pn,Fthink, it way be juſtified, - This - 
I am the rather induced to do;becaulſe 

] expe& it will be objeCted, that he 
4 acknowledges, that the Thing 
he would have us believe, tranſcends 
our Reaſon, has a Mind :to deceive 
us, and procures for hinwlelt a fair 
opportunity to delude us,by employ- 
ing an Arbitrary Diſtindion, which: 
he may apply as be pleaſes, 
XXII. But.to ſpeak firſt a word 
or two to this laſt Clauſe; Tacknow- 
ledge, that ſuch a DiſtinGton 1s ca- 
pable enough of being miſapplicd : 


- AndIam apt to think, that,by ſome 


School-Divines, and others, it has 
been ſo. Burt, ſince there are other 
Diſtinctions that are generally and 
juſtly received by Learned Men, and 
even by Philolophers themſelves, 
without having.any Immunity from 
being capable to be perverted; I 
know 


(24) 


know hy the Diſtin&ion,weare 


conſidering, ſhould' not be treated 
as favourably as they. And how- 
ever, the Queſtion at preſent is not, 
whether our DiſtinQtion may poſſibly | 
be miſapplied by raſh or impoſing 
Men 3 but whether it be grounded on | 
the Nature of Things. To come 
then to the Thing itſelf, I conſider, |} 
that for an Opinion to be above Rea. | 


ſon, 1n the ſenſe formerly affigned, is 


ſomewhat, that ( as was noted. 1n 
reference to the firſt fort of Things, 
that ſurpaſs 1t) is Extrinſecal and 
Accidental to its being” True or Falſe. 
For to be above our Reaſon, is.not an 
Abſolute thing, but a ReſpeCtive one, 
importing a Relation to the Meaſure 


of Knowledge, that. belongs to the 
Human Underſtanding, fuch as 'tis 


{aid to. tranſcend : And therefore it. 
may not be above Reaſoz,in reference 
to a more enlightned Intelledt ; ſuch 
as i probability may be found in Ra- 
tional Beings of an higher Order,ſfuch 
asare the Angels; and, without per- 


adventure, is to be found in God: 


Whom, 


(25) 
Whom, when we conceive to be a 
| Being Infinitely perfet, we muſt 
| aſcribe to him a perfe&t Underſtand- 
| Ing, and boundleſs Knowledge. This 
| being ſuppoſed, it ought not to be 
denied, that a Superior Intellect may 
both comprehend ſeveral Things that 
we cannot; and diſcern ſuch of them 
to be congruous to the fixt and eter- 
nal e's of Truth, and conſequently 
| agreeable to one another, as dim- 
| fighted Mortals are apt to ſuſpeCt; or 
' tothink, to be ſeparately Falſe ; or, 
- When collated, Inconſiſtent with one 
another. But to lanch into this Spe- 
| culation, would lead me farther than 
| T have time togo. And therefore 
| ſhall content my ſelf to offer you one 
Argument, to prove, That of: Things 
that may be ſaid to be above Reaſor, 
in the Senſe formerly explained, it 1s 
no way impoſſible, thateven ſuchan 
one ſhould be true, as is obnoxious | 
to Objections not diretly an{wer- 
able. For I conſider, thar of Things 
above Reaſon, there may be ſome 
which are really contradidtery to one 
anos 
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( 26 ) 
atiother , and yet each of them is 
maintainable by fuch Arguments, as 
very Learned and Subtle Men do 


both Acquieſce in, and Enforce, by 
loading the Embracers of the oppo- 
ſice Opittion , with Objections they 
_ cannot direttly anſwer, | 
 _NXIITI. This I take to be ma» 
nifelt, in rhe caſe of the Contro- 
verſy abour the endleſs Divilſibility 
of Puartity ; as, ſuppoſe,of a ſtraight 
Line. For many eminent Mathema- 
ticians, and a. greater number of 
 Naturaliſts, and in particular almoſt 
all the Epicureans, and other Ato- } 
milts, ſtiftly maintain the Negative. 
The Affirmative is burtheleds afſer- 
ted, and thought to be Mathema- | 
tically demonſtrated, by Ariſtotle in | 
a peculiar Tract ; and both by His | 
School, and by ſeveral excellent Geo- | 
metricians befides. And yet in rea- 
.lity , the Aſertions of theſe Two 
contending Parties are truly Contra- 
 diftory ; fince,of neceſſity a ſtraight 
Line propoſed muſt be, at leaſt men- 
_ rally, diviftble, into. Parts that are 
Ho | them- 


themſelves tl further diviſible ; or, 
it muſt riot be Io, -and the Subdiyi- 
2Nns muſt ar length come to a Rop. 
nd therefore one of the oppoſite 


plain to thofe,that have, with 
tent Skill and Attention, im 
examined this Controverſy, 
fide that is pirched upoh ,- w! 
ever it be, ts liable to be expoſed to 
ſuch Difficulties, and other Obje- 
10ns, as are not clearly an{werable; 
but confound and opprels the Reaſon 
of thoſe that ſtrive to defend it. 


compe- 
artiall 


, hg B 


% 


XXIV. I have, Sir; the more 


largely diſcourſed of the forevoing 
Diſtin&ion ; not only, becauſe I did 
not find my ſelf to have been pre- 
vented by others ; but, becaule I look 


upon the explaining and juſtifying of 


it to be of Imporrance, not alone to 
the Defence of ſome Myſteries of the 
Chriſtian Religion, but (what per- 
haps may have eſcaped your Obſer- 
vation) of 'forhe important Articles 
of Natural Theology it ſelf. For 
though Natural Religion taught di- 

| vers 


OOO OE UE EET OW SEATS TSETY 


pinions muſt be' true, And *ris 
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( 28 } 
vers Heathen Pluloſophers , ſuch 
Truths as theſe, viz, The Produ- | 
Etion of the Rational Soul or Mind, 
which is. an Immaterial Subſtance:; 
the Formation of the World out © 
the Univerſal Matter , though this 
Action required, that anIncorporeal 
Subſtance gave Motion to: a Body ; 
that God knows Men's Thoughts and 
Taations how.” carefully ſoever they 
ſtrive to: hide them; and that God 
foreknows the Events of the free 
 Adtions of ſuch Men, as are not to be 
born theſe many Ages; though, I 
{ay , theſe, and ſome other Sublime, 
Truths, were by divers. Men embra-- 
ced before the Goſpel began to be 


2 £3 oe ond Alot © man. res. as; ans ace ei. 


 Preached; yet when I attentively | a 
conſider, how hard it is to conceive Þ| 
the Modzs of theſe Things, and ex- I © 
plain how ſome of them can be per- | t 
formed; and alſo, how ſome of the | x 
Divine Attributes, as Eternity, Im- Þ « 

menſity , .Omnipreſence, and ſome 
others, belong to God; , and how Þþ 
lome Actions, as the Moving of Þ p 
Bodies, and the Creation of Human Þ| jj 
5 Minds; c: 


Minds, : with all. their: Noble Fac ur: 
ties, are Exercis'd by; Him: Whe:: 
I conſider ſuch Things, [I fay, I ac: 
knowledge, 'that, to, ,my appre-- 


henſion;, there are ſome Doctrine; 


allowed” rachave been: diſcovered by: 
the.mereLight of Nature; that are 
liable to: {uch Objections from Phy- 
fical Principles, and the fetled order 
of Things icorporeats;;as,' if they be 
urged home;, . will bring thoſe that 
are Ingenuous to acknowledge, thay 
their Ihtellefts are bus,dim and im- 
perfeft,-and indeed diſproportionate 
to the ſublimeſt and moſt -myſterigus 
Truths; and. that they cannot-per- 
featly. comprehend them,and an{wer 
all the Difhiculties that incumber 
them ; though they kr 
obliged to admit them, becauſe, of 
the weighty Poſitive Reaſons, that 
recommend thoſe Heteroclite Truths 
to their Aſſent; 

XXV. If you ſhould 'now tell 
me, that, hs: all I have faid, 'tis 
plain,that the queſtiond DiſtinRtion; 
if it were: y"_ , might be of "_R 
po] 2 


d themſelves 


(30) 
bad conſequence ; as wing 
ter to any Unintelligible Stuff, that 
ſome bold Enthufiaſt, or conceited 
Philoſophizer, *'may obtrude 'under 
the Venerable Title 'of 'a Myſtery , 
above the 'furifdidtion-:of : Reaſon 
_ and,that thoupghthe DiftinTHion were 
admitted ,' it' would not be” a good 
Proof of any diſputed Article of' the 
Chriſtian Religion: If, T-fay, this 
ſhall be objedted, I ſhalt anſwer 
(what in patt is intimated already 
That: I do 'not deny , but #hat our 
DiſtinQion is hable to beillemploy- 
ed, - but that this is no other Blenuſh 
than what is- common: with it: ro 
divers other” DiftinCctions , that are 
without ſcruple Admitted , becauſe 
they are uſeful ;/ and' not Rejected , 
becauſe they have not the Privilege, 
that they can never be -miſapplied ; 
And therefore, both in reference to 
thoſe DiſtinCtions, and/to.Thar we 
have been Treating 'of, it. becomes 
Men to ftand: upon their:Guard; and 
 ſtrifflyexamine, how: far the. Notion, 
or-Doarine, propoſed as a.Myſtery, 


does 
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ſpeaking, that Abſtru 


( 3? 


require, and is entituled to, the 


benefit; of. this Diſtin&tion. I ſhall 
allo readily grant the greateſt part: 
af: the ſecond; Member iof your Ob- 


jection, -'For' 1, think it were great 
Weakneſs ina Chriſtian, to urge our 


Diſtinction'as a politive Proof: Since, 


th6 it be Extrinſecal to-an abſtruſe 


Notion; to be, or not. to be, above 
Reaſon; (as was juſt now noted 


to another purpoſle,) yet generally 
eneſs is leſs fir 
to bring credit to a Conception, or a 


 Doftrine, than tis to make it to be 


diſtruſted. Nor are Chriſtians ſuch 
fond Diſcourſers, as to pretend, Thar 


ſuch an Article of Religion ought to 


| . 5 
be believed, Becauſe *tis above Rea- 


{on, as if that were a proof of its 
Truth ; bur only, that if 1t be other- 


wiſe well proved, it ought to be be- 


lieved, Notwithſtanding its being 
above Reaſon. > 
XXVI. And this I ſhall repre- 
ſent in favour of thoſe that b2lieve 
theſe abſtryſe Articles, that are clear- 


| . 2 


ly revealed in the Scripture, upon 
the Authority of the Divine Revea«' 
ler; (who never dectives Others, 
nor can be Himſelf deceived!) that 
farce, as we have lately» ſhewn by! 
the contradictory Opimons' about 
the Diviſibility of Quantity\, ſome! 
DoQtrines: muſt be true, whoſe Dif- 
ticulties do not appear to be ſur« 
mountable by our dim Reaſon; and 
face the Perkeftneſ of God's Know - 
ledge permits us not to doubt, but 
that He certainly knows which of the 
two Contending Opinions 1s tlre 
True; and can declare: ſo-much to 
Men : It would not bea ſure ground" 
of rejedting a Revealed Article, to' | 
allegze, that *tis encumber'd wirh' | 
confounding Diffculties, and lya- | 
ble to many and weighty Obje- 
CHONs. 

"XXV11L |And, T3 26d ſome- 
what that may helpto defend ſome | 
Fruths of Natural, and others - of | 
Revealed, Rel igion) That a thing | 


(09y be- rationally allented to, upon. 
Ciear 


Elear poſitive Evidence, ;though/we 
Cannot ; direCtly : an{wer the | Obje- 
that a Speculative a Sub; 


g10h in general; _— pres 1mar 
Religion in;particular,:I''thnnk one 
may ſufficiently-maniſeſt by this one 
es, That; becauſerwecan'walk 


% 


o 


Abies from Place to; Place, by. this 
one Argument, I ſay, we are juſtly 
atisfied, that there'is Local Motion 
in the World; notwithſtanding all 
the Specious arid Subtle, 
that | Zox0: and: his Followers have 
employed to impugne_ that Truth'r 
Againſt- which, they have alleged 
{ſuch Difficulties, as have-:not only 
puzzled and perplexed, but ( for 
ought yet appears) # monplus'd the 
Antient Philoſophers, and, 1 doubt, 


thoſe Moderns tap, tliat have ats + 


tempted ro give clcar? Solutions: of 
chem, | SO f | 2.” | 


and Sw, and ſo remove. our 
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X'X:ViÞ1 1. If now; Sir, we.look _ 


back upon what: hath hitherto been 
_ diſcourſe, Ihope you will allow me 

to [gather thence: the: Concluſion 1 
aim at; which is, 'that There is no 
neceſſity, thatevery Notion or Pro- 
poſition 'thkt_.may be:found deliver'd 
in the Holy Scriptures;: that ſurpaſſes 
our Reaſon,; muſt therefore be contra- 
a:fFory :t0:3t - And that,/in caſe the 
_ Chriſtian Religion be*?Frue, and it's 
Myſteries or-other i Articles divinely 
Revealed; /?vis not- enough, for the 
Confutation of any of them,to reject 
the Expreſſion, that *tw above? Reaſon, 
but not contrary to it; as if it invol- 
ved 'an unintelligible: or: groundleſs 
Diſtin&ion:: For tho: This will not. 
evince the Truth of a:Myſtery, ſince 
That muſt be Eſtabliſh'd upon its 
proper Grounds and Arguments ; yet 
it will keep it from being Thereiore 
Abſurd or Falſe, bggauſe it tranſcends 
 ourReaſon : Since to do fo, may be- 
long almoſt indifferently to a Chy- 
merical Notion , and a Myſterious 

| es Truth, 
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ployed to juſtify 
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